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Designing Tomorrow’s Home



C S R S T Y L E G U I D E T R E N D FO R EC A S T

At CSR, we’re not just a supplier of building materials, we’re your 

partner in creating the home of your dreams. Teaming up with Nexus 

Designs, a leading Melbourne-based multi-disciplinary design studio, 

we’ve explored the latest global and local design trends to inspire your 

exterior material choices and help you craft a home you’ll truly love.  

The CSR Style Guide is all about providing a complete façade solution, 

using a range of our top-quality materials to bring your vision to life. 

 

Together with Nexus, we’ve uncovered key trends in architecture, 

colour, and finishes that are shaping Australian homes today.  

This trend forecast highlights the insights that have guided our  

CSR Style Guide home designs and material colour palettes, 

so your home reflects the best of what’s next.

Explore the CSR Trend  
Forecast and discover the 
research themes behind  
the CSR Style Guide.
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From bold architectural forms  
to more sustainable materials, 
Australians are reimagining  
their homes as sanctuaries of  
comfort, style and wellness.
With a focus on better-built, energy-efficient homes 
that blend style and design with lifestyle and everyday 
needs, our homes are becoming smarter and more 
attuned to our requirements.

C S R S T Y L E G U I D E T R E N D FO R EC A S T



Key trends  
and influences  
in residential 
housing.

I D E A S R E I M AG I N E D

Traditional styles such as the Mid-Century Modern aesthetic 

are being reimagined with thoughtful use of material and spaces. 

The fresh charm of Coastal-inspired homes or the rustic embrace 

of Barn-style designs are being recaptured with modern 

material interpretations.

D E S I G N W I T H P U R P O S E

Homeowners are more conscious than ever of their legacy, 

increasingly prioritising sustainable solutions. Energy efficiency 

and durable materials with a lower environmental impact are key 

to achieving their dream look.

N AT U R A L,  E A R T H Y TO N E S 

The colour palette of choice is all about reconnecting with 

nature. Neutrals, greys and charcoal dominate with traditional 

material finishes, while timber, brick and stone are used to 

complement the look.

N E W T EC H N O LO G Y 

Underpinning everything are new innovative ways to achieve the 

look. Using materials, such as cladding, that are lighter in weight 

and require less maintenance is fundamental to dealing with the 

time and cost pressures faced on every build site. 

The trends shaping the next generation 
of home designs explore a mix of style 
and functionality. As families assess what’s 
important to them, the desire for design 
that connects with place is more important 
than ever.

C S R S T Y L E G U I D E T R E N D FO R EC A S T



This research guarantees that our home designs and colour schemes provide enduring 
aesthetic solutions. The insights gained not only inspire beautiful, on-trend homes but 
are also crafted to remain relevant and timeless in the future.

Our extensive research has revealed the  
essential features of residential architectural 
form and design, which are pivotal in shaping 
the CSR Style Guide Home Designs and Material 
Colour Palettes.

C S R S T Y L E G U I D E T R E N D FO R EC A S T
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Colour palettes for  
Contemporary homes 

A soft palette of textural elements and elegant 

tones creates a harmonious feel that complements 

Contemporary home designs beautifully. For a more 

striking effect, a dramatic combination of sleek 

materials and bold, graphic colours can bring a sense  

of sophistication and intensity to the space.

Contemporary design merges clean, minimalistic lines 
with European elegance and features exciting, unexpected 
elements that make each home unique. It emphasises 
balance through softer forms rather than rigid shapes,  
and uses traditional materials like timber and brick to  
add character. Sustainability, with low maintenance and 
durable options are a focus.

 Contemporary 
K E Y T R E N D S

Embrace curved shapes  
to soften a neutral palette

Mixed material facades bring 
a strong sense of character 
and uniqueness  

C R E AT I N G A  C O N T E M P O R A RY H O M E

Material and colour palette is a 
sophisticated blend of neutrals 
with varying textures

C S R S T Y L E G U I D E T R E N D FO R EC A S T

D I S C OV E R M O R E A B O U T 
T H E C S R S T Y L E G U I D E H E R E
D W E L L I N G.C S R.C O M.A U/

http://dwelling.csr.com.au
http://dwelling.csr.com.au


7

Colour palettes for Barnhouse homes 

Dark, bold tones work beautifully with Barnhouse 

designs, highlighting the sharp, angular features of the 

architecture. For a softer approach, warm grey hues 

are ideal, offering a subtle yet sophisticated look. By 

sticking to one tonal group and incorporating various 

textures, you can create a stunning, all-grey palette 

that perfectly complements the style.

Rustic home designs influenced by Northern European 
and Western American architecture are gaining popularity 
in Australia. Two prominent styles are the symmetrical 
Scandinavian barn with its peaked roof and the traditional 
ranch or farmhouse featuring a wide verandah. Contemporary 
adaptations, such as Barn-style extensions or linked pavilions, 
are particularly sought after in modern renovations, adding 
warmth and simplicity to homes.

Barnhouse
K E Y T R E N D S

C R E AT I N G A  B A R N H O U S E H O M E

Choose gable rooflines  
with dark eaves and trims to 
create a modern aesthetic

Generously sized living spaces, 
connecting to the outdoors 
through oversized windows

Strong, simple shapes paired  
with a dark and light contrasting 
colour palette

C S R S T Y L E G U I D E T R E N D FO R EC A S T

D I S C OV E R M O R E A B O U T 
T H E C S R S T Y L E G U I D E H E R E
D W E L L I N G.C S R.C O M.A U/

http://dwelling.csr.com.au
http://dwelling.csr.com.au
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Colour palettes for Coastal homes 

A classic palette of bright tones enhances this popular 

scheme through textural elements like bagged renders 

and painted white brickwork, reflecting Australia’s 

beachside charm. To add warmth, consider incorporating 

terracotta found in pavers or timber trims, which create 

an inviting atmosphere ideal for Coastal homes. This 

combination highlights the authentic character of 

traditional materials, such as high profile roof tiles.

K E Y T R E N D S

Linear weatherboard captures 
the essence of Coastal style

Layer textures rather than 
colour to create interest and 
depth to exterior facade

Light sandy tones of 
stonework and brick texture 
create warmth and contrast

C R E AT I N G A  C OA S TA L H O M E

Coastal
This style blends simplicity and sophistication, focusing on 
clean, functional design elements paired with tonal, calming 
colours. Perfect for the relaxed Australian lifestyle, it features 
natural materials like timber cladding, painted bricks, along with 
indoor-outdoor transitions. It’s an organic, timeless style that 
emphasises easy-going design, comfort and tranquility, creating 
uncluttered living spaces with a peaceful connection to nature.

C S R S T Y L E G U I D E T R E N D FO R EC A S T

D I S C OV E R M O R E A B O U T 
T H E C S R S T Y L E G U I D E H E R E
D W E L L I N G.C S R.C O M.A U/

http://dwelling.csr.com.au
http://dwelling.csr.com.au


9

Colour palettes for Classic homes 

The light relaxing tones of grey perfectly compliment 

the Classic look. Capture the much-loved Hamptons 

style using linear timber details and a soft grey colour 

scheme. The Classic style features traditional gabled 

rooflines with wide verandahs and generous curated 

gardens. White trims bring added freshness to the  

soft greys.

K E Y T R E N D S

C R E AT I N G A  C L A S S I C  H O M E

Distinctive weatherboard 
features with linear detailing 

Traditional gabled roofing 
with large picture windows

This relaxed and welcoming design style has gained popularity 
in Australia, perfectly aligning with our laid-back lifestyle. 
It features traditional gable rooflines, and distinctive 
timber materials that create a light-filled atmosphere, 
seamlessly blending indoor and outdoor living spaces for 
easy entertaining. The aesthetic emphasises a classic and 
sophisticated charm.

Classic

Emphasise architectural elements 
with crisp light tones on trims

C S R S T Y L E G U I D E T R E N D FO R EC A S T

D I S C OV E R M O R E A B O U T 
T H E C S R S T Y L E G U I D E H E R E
D W E L L I N G.C S R.C O M.A U/

http://dwelling.csr.com.au
http://dwelling.csr.com.au
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Colour palettes for Industrial homes 

Deep, bold tones enhance the ruggedness of  

Industrial-style exteriors, creating striking contrasts  

that emphasise texture. Warm earthy tones provide  

a rustic twist, featuring rich browns with hints of  

chocolate and tawny. Subtle deep mauve undertones,  

along with touches of green and green-grey, add  

depth and warmth to the aesthetic.

K E Y T R E N D S

Brick and timber styles are 
celebrated as part of an urban 
industrial look

Embrace natural light through 
large steel-framed doors  
and windows

Raw concrete look mixed with 
solid and textured surfaces  
are common to this style

Industrial style is minimalist, 
strong and uncluttered

C R E AT I N G A N I N D U S T R I A L H O M E

D I S C OV E R M O R E A B O U T 
T H E C S R S T Y L E G U I D E H E R E
D W E L L I N G.C S R.C O M.A U/

Industrial
An Industrial home features contrasting finishes matched 
with warehouse-style rooflines, inside and out. Striking and 
textural elements make this a dynamic, yet liveable home 
design. Taking inspiration from commercial buildings and 
warehouses, this style includes recycled look brick walls, 
layers of texture throughout and raw, unfinished surfaces.

C S R S T Y L E G U I D E T R E N D FO R EC A S T

http://dwelling.csr.com.au
http://dwelling.csr.com.au
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K E Y T R E N D S

C R E AT I N G A  M O D E R N I S T H O M E

A refined and complementary 
mix of building materials 
including brick and concrete 
looks with solid surfaces

Flooded with natural light 
and opening seamlessly to 
its natural surroundings 

A Modernist home is refined yet inviting, featuring flat or 
pitched rooflines and open interior spaces that enhance 
livability. This design embraces simple, textured materials  
that reflect the natural environment, blending indoors  
with outdoors. Its characteristics align seamlessly with  
the relaxed Australian lifestyle, making it an ideal choice  
for homeowners who value harmony with nature.

Modernist

C S R S T Y L E G U I D E T R E N D FO R EC A S T

Colour palettes for Modernist homes

This design approach draws inspiration from  

Mid-Century styles to create a streamlined material 

selection featuring soft cream tones, enhanced by 

stone cladding and highly-textured bagged surfaces. 

Another option offers a gentle blend of textures and 

elegant shades that work beautifully with modern 

home designs.
D I S C OV E R M O R E A B O U T 
T H E C S R S T Y L E G U I D E H E R E
D W E L L I N G.C S R.C O M.A U/

http://dwelling.csr.com.au
http://dwelling.csr.com.au
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Dive into the home designs and material options with our  

CSR Style Guide brochure and then bring your ideas to life  

with the CSR iDesign tool, using 3D technology to visualise  

your perfect exterior with our latest palettes. 

TRANSFORM YOUR HOME WITH CSR 

No matter your style, CSR has the materials to bring your vision to 

life. Whether you’re drawn to the sleek modernity of Contemporary 

design, the rustic charm of Barnhouse living, or the effortless 

elegance of Coastal homes, CSR’s range of products will help you 

create a home that’s a reflection of your lifestyle and aspirations. 

With CSR, your home is more than just a place to live, it’s a 

statement of quality, comfort, and timeless design. Get inspired  

and start building your dream home today.

Not sure  
where to start? 

C S R S T Y L E G U I D E T R E N D FO R EC A S T

Disclaimer: CSR products and images in this brochure have been reproduced as accurately as possible but varying light conditions, limitations of photography and the 
printing process may affect colour tones. Whilst every effort is made to provide accuracy they should be viewed as a guide only. We recommend checking your chosen 
colour and product against actual samples before purchasing but, due to the manufacturing process and raw materials used, please note that CSR products can vary 
from samples regarding colour, texture and surface finish.


